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Abstract

From years 2008 to 2012, the biggest cause of death and disability of on-duty
polices was car accidents (59.5%). This study used case studies and literature
discussion as a method and thoroughly examined those issues that confront polices
while handling traffic accidents, such as risk factors, laws and regulations,
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organizational rights and responsibilities, traffic controlling, vehicle and equipment.
After the analyses, the findings are as follows: 1) On freeway or expressway, those
vehicles that hit the on-duty polices are all suddenly disabled (uncontrolled). 2)
Majority of the on-duty police officers were hit during the time periods when traffic
control facilities were either not yet deployed, deploying, or removed. 3) The on-duty
polices did not comply with the provisions of Article 155 of Traffic Signs, Marking
and Lights Installation Rules to layout traffic control devices. Finally, three
preventive strategies were proposed. They are: 1) The traffic control concept should
be adjusted; that is the scene of handling traffic accident should be treated as a
work zone. The polices in the line of duty should implement traffic control in
accordance with the provisions of Traffic Signs, Marking and Lights Installation
Rules and other laws or regulations. 2) There should have clearer definitions or
revises in the three laws that stipulate the so-called appropriate distance. 3) The
traffic control method should be changed and additional police cars, police officers
and traffic control devices should be provided to support the on-site policemen. 4)
The police officers’ education and training of risk control should be strengthened. 5)
Police agency is the authority responsible for the job of handling traffic accidents
and therefore it should do its utmost to provide a safe working environment for the
police officers.

Keywords: Handling traffic accidents, Work zone traffic control, Risk control,

Police being crashed, Death in the line of duty
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