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Abstract

Matters relating to the investigation of traffic accidents have an enormous

influence upon citizens' rights and interests. In the past, the fairness and objectivity of
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police investigations into culpability for traffic accidents has repeatedly been called
into question. Frequent complaints reported by citizens regarding police handling of
traffic accidents include excess waiting time for police to arrive on the scene, sus-
pected bias towards one of the parties involved, and inappropriate attitudes on the part
of officers. In addition, the Control Yuan has made the remedy to compel related,
responsible agencies to properly handle matters relating to roadside traffic accidents
has had an adverse effect upon citizens' rights and interests, leading to damage of the
government's image. Taking all this into consideration, the chief purpose of this re-
search report is to criticize and improve current standards for the handling of traffic
accidents and surveys required for related investigation work. Contents of this report
will include: the present state of traffic accident investigation in advanced countries
such as the United States and Japan, as well as comparisons with Taiwan's current
standards; interviews with police officers to obtain their opinions and suggestions;
examination of the scope of standards for investigation work and surveys - their cur-
rent shortcomings and possible means of improvement; and the drafting of a frame-
work for investigation work with definite investigative connotations. We expect this
to establish ideal standards for the investigation of traffic accidents, in order to in-

crease the quality of such operations.
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