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The Observational Surveys of Child Seat Use at Taipei Zoo
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Abstract

Motor vehicle accident injury is the leading cause of death of under 4 years old

children in Taiwan. Many studies found that using child seat restraint was associated
with low risk of child motor vehicle accident injury. For protecting infants and under
4years old children as occupants of motor vehicles, Taiwan passed the law mandating
the use of approved child passenger restraint devices for children younger than 4 years
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of age riding in a private passenger car in 2002, and implemented the law in 1
September 2004. To investigate the practical utility of child seat, we used the method
of observational surveys. From March 2004 to March 2005, the well-trained observers
recorded the use of child seat with younger 4 year children in a private passenger car at
Taipei Zoo entrance and parking entrance. We compared the child seat installed rate
and seated rate before the law was implemented and after. After the law was
implemented, the child seat installed rate and seated rate of were higher than before.
The highest rate was in September 2004, when the law was implemented at the time,
then the rate was going down. According to the findings of this study, we suggest we
should need more effective strategies to improve child seat use. For example, we
should combine passive educational, enforced and economical interventions to change
the attitudes and behaviors of young children’s parents.
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