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Abstract

The first Traffic Timing Count-down Device was deployed in Taipei City in 1999.
It tells a pedestrian how much time left to cross the intersection. Later the Green-light
Count-down Timing Device was tested in Hsinchu City in 2000, and the Red-light
Count-down Timing Device was deployed in a greater scale in Tainan City in 2001.
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As these devices are deployed and their functions tested, the issues of installation
regulation and ordinance have to be formerly dealt with. What’s the aim for designing
these devices? Or, what environments are these devices suitable for? And, what
benefits will these devices can achieve? These subjects are worth researching to decide
whether these devices should be popularized continuously. This paper presents The
Traffic Timing Count-down Devices developed and adopted in recent years in Taiwan
then compares their functions. The contents of this paper include the devices’
backgrounds of developing, objectives of designing, environmental factors of
consideration, requirements of installation, circumstances of adoption in overseas, and
the appraisal of usefulness for adoption. It finds the attentions of drivers could be
drawn back from viewing side-street traffic signal. It also delays the driver from
crossing the stop line before a signal turning from red to green which is more
significant for vehicle drivers than for motorcycle riders.
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