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Theory of Planned Behavior Analysis on Parents’
“Safely Crossing Roads” Instruction on Their
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Abstract

According to the statistics of the Ministry of Transportation and
Communications, one eighth of the A-1 type traffic accidents are pedestrian related
in Taiwan in 2012. Among the types of pedestrian traffic accidents, the one that
happened while pedestrians were crossing roads ranks first. Pedestrians are
vulnerable in traffic environment with children being the most vulnerable group
because they cannot identify danger and react correctly to traffic situations.
Therefore, enhancing the safety of children while they re crossing roads is necessary.
Educating children on traffic safety is the most efficient and simple way to prevent
them from getting traffic accidents. Generally, parents have great influences on their
children regarding traffic behavior. Besides, parents are responsible for educating
their children. Theory of planned behavior (TPB) was employed in this study to
identify the factors that influence parents’ “safely crossing roads” instructions on
their elementary school students. In this study, the significant beliefs of each
dimension of TPB were investigated by a questionnaire with open-ended questions.
Based on the results, a structured questionnaire was developed. A group of 300
parents of elementary school students in Taichung City and Miaoli County were
selected by convenience sampling technique to participate in this survey. The results
show that perceived behavioral control is the most important factor of parents’
behavioral intention of instructing their children, followed by parents’ subjective
norm. Parents’ attitude, however, does not have significant influence on their
behavioral intention. Behavioral intention and perceived behavioral control together
determine whether or not parents will engage their instructing behavior, and with
behavioral intention being the stronger one. According to our results, other
variables regarding to parents with less behavioral intention and perceived
behavioral control of instructing their children are such factors as male, lack of
experience of being a traffic volunteer, no previous traffic accident experience, no
educational traffic safety material at home, age of 45-64 years old, disadvantaged
level of education, and low income. Strategies and suggestions of propaganda were
proposed to enhance parents’ behavioral intention of instructing their children the
behavior of “safely crossing roads.”

Keywords: Theory of planned behavior, Elementary school student, Parents’ instruction,
safely crossing roads
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