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An analysis of norms of traffic regulations and civil/criminal
responsibilities
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Abstract

Traffic regulations play an important role while authenticating in traffic accidents. An
examination into regulation violation is a common way to find out the truth about an accident,
thereby coming to a conclusion of judgment on civil and criminal responsibility. However, in a
legal sense, as a part of administrative law, traffic regulations are quite different from civil and
criminal law, and therefore, it is necessary to clarify the relationship among these laws. Analyzing
this puzzle in the aspect of norm is the main point of this essay.

The first issue is conflicts among laws. Conflicts exist between traffic regulations and other
laws; they exist in traffic regulations per se as well. With respect to the former, since the essence
of each law is different, whether it is proper to put down some articles about civil or criminal
responsibility in traffic regulations is arguable. With respect to the latter, as commandments,
traffic regulations focus on what an obligor should do. However, as a matter of fact, when a traffic
accident occurrs, can a driver disclaim his responsibility as long as he follows all traffic
regulations? What is the hierarchy of these regulations? And how do we deal with the conflicts

among them?

The second issue is to examine traffic regulations in two aspects: unambiguity and integrity.
With regard to unambiguity, to prevent legal loopholes, applications of indefinite concepts of law
or vague descriptions of human acts in traffic regulations is unavoidable. Nonetheless, both will
cause difficulties anyway when authenticating. Moreover, even though the two methods apply,
loopholes remain. For integrity, is it necessary to add or drop some words in regulations? This
essay will raise cases in order to show a possible way to examine all traffic regulations.
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