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Abstract

To cope with severer and more complicated drunk driving problems, current
law includes both Traffic regulation and Criminal law. Among them, the Road
Traffic Management and Penalty Act Article 35 regulates the penalty of driving
under the influence, while the Criminal Code Article 185-3 stipulates the penalty of
failure to operate a vehicle safely. The purpose of these two laws has been expecting
to deter those unlawful driving behavior. The Criminal Code Article 185-3 was
enacted on March 30, 1999, and further amendments to the Article were
promulgated on December 18, 2007, November 8, 2011, and May 31, 2013,
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respectively. The first amendment to Article 185-3 emphasized a cumulative penalty.
The second amendment to the Article not only aggravated the cumulative penalty,
but also added specifications that would further penalize the consequence of
criminal behavior. The most recent amendment, however, refined more elements of
the Article and presented more cumulative penalty into the consequence of criminal
behavior. It is a tendency that the purpose of all the amendments have focused on
the cumulative penalty of failure to operate a vehicle safely. This paper examined
how the legislation changes of failure to operate a vehicle safely affected the

amendments of the law and the resulting debates. It also provides references for law
practices and research applications.

Keywords: Drunk driving, Failure to operate a vehicle safely, Dangerous criminal
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